
Food, Health and the Body
2019-2021 Cohort

First Gathering  
October 3 - 5, 2019



Welcome

Welcome to the Reimagining Health Collaborative 2019: Food, Health and 
The Body!  We look forward to working with you and your congregation/
organization over the next 18 months and are thankful for the work God 
has already begun in each of us. 

You are participating in the Reimagining Health Collaborative (RHC) 
because: 
• Your congregation feels called to faithfully engage with issues of food 

and health in your congregation and in your larger community; 
• You experience energy and vitality in your congregation for pastoral 

care and for health-related ministry; 
• You want to explore and discover new models of ministry, rather than to 

only implement existing models and programs; 
• Your congregation has both clergy and laypeople interested in helping 

to lead this venture; 
• You believe that God is at work healing and restoring the world in Jesus 

Christ, and want to participate in this healing work. 

As we begin this journey, we are sure you have many questions about 
how your work within the RHC program will unfold.  This welcome packet 
should help answer some of your initial questions and help you prepare 
your hearts and minds for this important work. 
 

Peace, 
The RHC Leadership Team

Warren Kinghorn
Co-Director, Theology, Medicine, and Culture Initiative 

Rachel Meyer
Program Director, Reimagining Health Collaborative



Dates and Times: 
Thursday, October 3rd - 1:30pm - 7:00pm
Friday, October 4th - 8:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, October 5th - 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Locations: 
Thursday and Friday, October 3-4, 2019

Alumni Memorial Common Room 
Duke Divinity School 

407 Chapel Dr. 
       Durham, NC 27708 

Saturday, October 5, 2019
Reverence Farms 

1568 Haw Ranch Rd
Graham, NC 27253

What to Expect
During our time together, teams from RHC congregations and organizations will explore food, health and 
the body from a theological perspective, drawing on each other and on Duke Divinity School faculty.  This 
gathering will also provide a context for congregations to begin to discern the nature of the work in which 
they will engage during the 18-month partnership to develop or expand some form of practice or ministry 
related to food with the support and encouragement of other participating congregations, organizations 
and Duke faculty. 

Meals Included 
 Thursday, July 20th   – Dinner 
 Friday, July 21st – Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
 Saturday, July 22nd – Breakfast and Lunch
 

What to Wear
 Dress comfortably for Thursday and Friday.  Casual or business casual attire is appropriate. 
 Wear closed-toed shoes and clothing appropriate for being on a farm on Saturday. You may wish to  
 bring a hat or sunscreen as well. 

Parking
 Parking will be made available at no cost to participants in the Bryan Center Parking Garage near  
 Duke Divinity School for Thursday and Friday.
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Gathering Agenda 

Registration 
1:30pm

Welcome & Opening Conversations
2:00pm

Creation and Connection I - A Conversation with Dr. Norman Wirzba
3:00pm

Break
4:00pm

Creation and Connection II: An Exploration of Genesis I & II
4:30pm 

Dinner and Conversation: Disconnection and Exile
6:00pm

Thursday, October 3rd

Friday, October 4th

Breakfast Available
8:30am

Understanding Eating Disorders - A Conversation with Dr. Laura Weisberg 
9:00am 

Break
10:00am 

Faithful Healing and Reconnection 
10:30am

Lunch Seminar with Fellows of the Theology, Medicine, & Culture Initiative 
Land and People Together: A Biblical Vision of Health - Discussion led by Dr. Daniel Stulac

12:00pm



Friday, October 4th, continued

Saturday, October 5th

Break & Casual Conversation 
1:15pm

Eating Together Faithully - A Framework for Conversation, Part 1
2:00pm 

Break
3:30pm

Eating Together Faithully - A Framework for Conversation, Part 2 
4:00pm

Break 
5:15pm

Dinner and Practicing ETF Conversation 1: Set the Table 
6:00pm

MEET AT REVERENCE FARMS 

Breakfast Available 
8:30am 

Hay Ride and Tour of Reverence Farms with Farmer Bruce Nelson 
9:00am  

Break
10:30am

Facilitating Groups with Eating Together Faithfully 
11:00am

Lunch & Goodbyes 
12:30pm



About Saturday at Reverence Farms
On Saturday morning, we will gather at Reverence Farms in Graham, NC at 8:30 for a light breakfast.  
Programming will begin promptly at 9am with a special hay ride tour of the farm. 

Reverence Farms is a diversified, thriving polyculture where animals are treated with reverence and grace, 
earthworms are cherished, and all critters eat a species-appropriate diet. Farmer Bruce will lead the group 
on a hay ride tour of the farm and talk about what it means to be “passionately pastured.”  

What to wear: Wear clothing that you don’t mind getting a bit dirty. Closed-toed shoes are best.  

What to bring: We recommend visitors bring a water bottle and any sun protection they need.  

Restrooms: On the farm, a port-a-john serves as the public restroom facility. 

Note: If you do not wish to participate in the hay ride, that is perfectly fine.  The farm has a covered picnic shelter 
where we will gather for the rest of the morning’s programming and meals.  An activity will be provided for 
anyone who chooses not to join the hay ride tour. 
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The TMC Initiative creates opportunities for students, clergy, and health care 
practitioners to reimagine and to re-engage contemporary practices of health 
care in light of Christian tradition and the practices of Christian communities.

Building on the unique strengths and commitments of Duke Divinity School, the 
TMC Initiative pursues two primary goals:

1. To invite seminarians, clergy, students in the health professions, and practicing 
clinicians to deep theological study and formation in the context of a  
community of shared prayer, dialogue, and friendship at Duke Divinity School. 

2. To cultivate creative practices regarding health and medicine that emerge from 
a scriptural imagination, engagement with the living Christian tradition, and 
attention to and reflection on contemporary contexts. 

Learn more at: www.tmc.divinity.duke.edu

About the Theology, Medicine, & Culture Initiative at  
Duke Divinity School




