
Physician Responses to Common Mental and 
Behavioral Health Concerns 
Brief Description: We mailed questionnaires to a national probability sample of 1500 primary 
care physicians and 500 psychiatrists. Questionnaires included multiple vignettes (several with 
experimental designs) of patients reporting common mental and behavioral health concerns. We 
assessed how physicians responded to these, including to what extent physicians described 
patients' problems as spiritual in nature and recommended spiritual resources as a response. We 
also measured the extent to which physicians' religious characteristics accounted for their 
reported ideas and practices. Embedded in this study is a study of physician burnout, sense of 
calling, and plans for reducing or discontinuing patient care. The study design allows 
comparisons between psychiatrists and primary care physicians for most measures. 
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